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New Strategy– February 2018

A credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU
engagement with the Western Balkans

→ Supporting socio-economic development
→ Increasing connectivity – Digital Agenda
→ Supporting reconciliation and good neighborly relations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
February 2018, the Commission adopted a new Strategy called “a credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans” with 6 flagship initiatives. 3 are of special importance for us:
Supporting socio-economic development
Increasing connectivity – Digital Agenda for the Western Balkans
Supporting reconciliation and good neighborly relations

The doubling of the Erasmus+ budget for the region (Calls 2019 and 2020) is one of the Strategy’s biggest commitments. We are currently working to make this happen with, for example:
We have allocated additional funds to most of our international actions: International Credit Mobility, Erasmus Mundus and Capacity Building in Higher Education 
We have launched a pilot VET mobility scheme with the aim to increase mobility between the Western Balkans and the rest of Europe in this field
We made SELFIE and HEInnovate available to the Western Balkans, two powerful tools developed at EU level to measure the digital and entrepreneurial readiness of schools and universities



Erasmus +
Higher education cooperation opportunities

International Credit Mobility

Erasmus Mundus (EMJMD) 

Capacity Building in Higher 
Education

Jean Monnet

Presenter
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Strategy wants to DOUBLE x2 E+ funds

Programme (28+6=34) + partner countries 

Programme Countries (MK + RS) vs. Partner countries
New Frontrunners: AL & BA

It is important to emphasise that the current Erasmus+ programme is already quite international. The core activities are accessible to six non-EU programme countries in the same way as for EU Member States (Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Turkey, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia). 

In addition, some actions are open for participation of partner countries (any country in the world), such as 
	academic mobility
	International Credit Mobility
	Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees

	academic cooperation 
	Capacity Building in Higher Education
	Jean Monnet activities
	
	Youth projects
	Strategic Partnerships (if proven added value) 

These actions are either financed by (current) Heading 1 or Heading 4 funds, depending on whether they correspond to internal or external policy objectives. Some actions have a mix of funding of the two Headings, which is important in the discussions on the future programme (where we speak of Heading 2 and Heading 6, not 1 and 4).






• University of Sarajevo
• University of Banja Luka
• University of Tuzla
• Int’l University Sarajevo

• University of Tirana
• Polytechnic Univ Tirana
• University of Dürres
• University of Vlorë

• University of Novi Sad
• University of Belgrade
• University of Nis
• University of Kragujevac

Serbia Bosnia & Herzegovina Albania
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Most active HEIs per country (all actions together).




• University of Pristina
• International business 

College Mitrovica
• University of Prizren

• University of Crne Gore 
– Podgorica

• University Donja Gorica
• Mediterranean 

University

• University St Kiril & 
Metodij – Skopje

• South East European 
University – Tetovo

• University of Stip

North Macedonia Kosovo* Montenegro



Erasmus +
International Credit Mobility

37,000 mobilities awarded to date
50/50 students/staff

70% incoming
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Participants requested / awarded	 
2015 11.181 /  	5.269 
2016 11.442 /  	 6.375
2017 13.184 /  	 7.305
2018 16.672 /  	 8.267
2019 17.529 /  9.790
	 	 	 	 	
Number of mobilities to and from the Western Balkans since 2015 thanks to our different actions in HE is higher than 37,000

Split 50/50 between students and staff. Encouragingly, women so far represent 54% of all participants, against 46% of men.  

37% outgoing mobilities and increasing little by little (compared to 30% last year)

TOP EDUCATION FIELDS: BUSINESS and ADMINISTRATION + ENGINEERING + ECONOMICS = 50%




Erasmus +
Erasmus Mundus (EMJMD) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Erasmus Mundus: very popular action

High competition for scholarships worldwide and high satisfaction of scholarship holders (numbers on next slide)
Successful programme at the cross road of different EU policy areas
Potential contribution  to the new European University initiative

+ 5 m EUR 2019 + 5 M EUR 2020

Each scholarship: 50,000 = additional 100 / year 

1 example with the participation of RS partner: Astrophysics 2015 project, Coordinated by UNIVERSITAET INNSBRUCK.

UNIVERZITET U BEOGRAD, Together with : UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI PADOVA, GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT GOTTINGENSTIFTUNG OFFENTLICHEN RECHTS and UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI ROMA TOR VERGATA

Possibility to be an associate partner as well (no budget)





Erasmus +
Capacity Building in Higher Education

Curriculum 
development

43%

Relations HEIs & 
wider world

23%

Modernisation 
of HEIs
21%

Modernisation of 
HE systems

7%

HE systems & the 
wider world

6%
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Capacity Building in Higher Education

2015-2019
746 projects selected (5 calls) for an amount of 522 M€
BALKANS: 88 projects
157 projects coordinated in Partner Countries (mainly "ex-Tempus countries")
2247 HEIs involved from Partner Countries and Programme Countries

Main areas covered in curriculum development: 
Engineering and engineering trades; Health; Natural environments and wildlife; Environmental protection technology; Education; Agriculture; Forestry; Fishery; Veterinary sciences

Positive Impact 
on Individual, HEIs, National/Regional and International Level






Erasmus +
Jean Monnet Activities

87 countries throughout the world 
more than 1000 universities

More than 5,000 projects in the field of European 
integration studies

Presenter
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Jean Monnet activities aim to develop EU studies worldwide. 

For over 25 years they have been supporting Modules, Chairs, and Centres of Excellence to promote excellence in teaching and research on the European integration process at higher education level. 
The programme also supports policy debate with the academic world through networks and a number of associations in the domain of EU studies.	

Objectives

Promote teaching and research on European integration
Support the activities of academic institutions or associations active in the field of European integration studies
Promote policy debate and exchange between the academic world and policy-makers on EU policy priorities

How does it work?

Action grants to promote excellence through:

Teaching and research (Modules, Chairs, Centres of Excellence)
Policy debate with academic world (Networks, Projects) 
Support to activities of Associations






TIMSS & 
PIRLS

RYCO Young Civil 
Servants 
Scheme

2019 – Science 
and Mathematics
2021 – Reading 
and literacy
IEA

Berlin-Process
Mobility and 
reconciliation
3rd call

3rd call
15 civil servants
5 months training 
Ecole Nationale
d’Admin

Other initiatives
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TIMSS 2019 (Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study), MCP 2017 1.5 million EUR – measures trends in mathematics and science achievement at an earlier age, namely at fourth grade (9-10 years old) and eighth grade of primary schooling. Conducted on a regular 4-year cycle since 1995; next round in 2019. 

PIRLS 2021 (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study), MCP 2018 1.5 million EUR – measures trends in reading comprehension at the fourth grade of primary school. First assessed in 2001; conducted on a regular 5-year cycle. Next round of PIRLS will be conducted in 2021. 

Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO), MCP 2017  with 500,000 EUR. RYCO is located in Tirana, Albania and was initiated at the WB Summit in Paris. The first grant under MCP 2017 of 0.5 m EUR will support RYCO and its sub-granting activities. We are currently finalizing the contracting phase; the project will start in 2019.  






VET pilot 
scheme

SELFIE  
HEInnovation

WBAA

Learners and 
staff
400-500 
mobilities
Award Decition
next week!

Digital skills -
schools
Innovation 
skills-
Universities

Alumni 
Association
12 National 
representatives
GA Tirana 
2nd Call 
published

Other initiatives
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VET Pilot Mobility Scheme
MCP 2018 2 million EUR – VET  pilot mobility will fund mobilities of VET learners and staff with the aim to cover between 400 and 500 mobilities. Sub-delegated to EAC.
Programme and partner countries asking for an Erasmus-type mobility action for VET and legal basis for Erasmus post 2020 includes this possibility
Next year 4 m EUR more

Digital Platforms / tools
Open the access to two key tools to the region to promote innovation in education�1) SELFIE, a tool to help schools to assess and develop their digital capacities
2) HEInnovate for developing entrepreneurial and innovative capacities in higher education institutions

Western Balkans Alumni Association
WBAA was established at the request of the Western Balkan Ministers in 2015. The aim of this new alumni association is to help promote mobility opportunities; track students once they graduate from university; support and mentor students; share best practice and internship/job opportunities; dialogue with higher education institutions and the ministries to improve the modernisation of higher education; and liaise with other alumni associations in the EU and beyond. 
WBAA was officially presented to the Ministers in September 2017 and celebrated its official kick-off meeting in Ohrid in March 2018





Bigger: x2 
budget 

x3 participants

+ simple + inclusive
accessible

New Programme

Better synergies 
with other EU 

funded 
programmes

+ international 
(VET, sport) 
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Future programme

One of the priorities of the future Erasmus programme is that it should be "more international".  
Building on the positive results so far, this translates into the continuation and expansion of physical and virtual mobility actions - covering the ongoing activities in the fields of higher education and youth as well as new activities in VET and sport 
It also means supporting the ongoing Jean Monnet actions and capacity-building activities in the fields of higher education and youth as well as new international actions, such as capacity building in VET and Sport and intra-regional mobility. 
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Novelties under the future programmes will depend on final budgets permitting. The proposed budget increase would help to: 
cover the expansion of international actions of the Erasmus programme to new sectors such as VET and Sport 
cater for new actions such as intra-regional mobility
alleviate the high degree of over-subscription in the current Erasmus+ programme which limits its impact 
respond to the growing interest and demand of various stakeholders, thus in turn contributing more effectively to the overall EU strategic and policy objectives (including the overall promotion of peaceful, inclusive and knowledge-based societies, sustainable social and economic development and societal resilience).

It remains to be seen whether the policy choices of geographic priorities for the future Erasmus international actions would remain similar to those currently identified (East and South Neighbourhood, the Western Balkans, Africa).
Nonetheless, the draft Erasmus Regulation opens the possibility for all third countries to participate in Erasmus programme as partners, allowing maximum flexibility to define geographic priorities under the next European Commission.  
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WE ARE 
HERE



Future international dimension budget

Size of future budget not yet 
decided

Mix of funding from internal & 
external funding instruments 

will continue
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A large proportion of the international dimension of Erasmus+ comes from the EU’s external cooperation instruments – in EU budget jargon ”Heading 4” which will become “Heading 6” in the next MFF – this amounts to around 1.9 billion EUR or the ~3 billion EUR total in the current Erasmus+ programme. 

The remainder comes from the core budget of the Erasmus+ programme principally funding:

the excellence action Erasmus Mundus to attract top Master students from around the world;
Jean Monnet actions
International Youth actions

In future, this mix of internal and external funding instruments to fund the international dimension of Erasmus will continue.  EAC works closely with the RELEX family of external DGs to channel external development funds towards EU priority partners.  One recent example is the Europe Africa Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs.

The new Erasmus programme will expand the international dimension beyond higher education and youth to include VET and sport.  In both domains EAC has started pilot projects to demonstrate proof of principle – for VET in Africa and the Western Balkans, and in the latter region also for Sport projects.




Proposals for the future 
international actions

Presenter
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ICM – Continues, but we are aiming for simplification of administrative procedures. increase inclusion of disadvantaged groups of every type 
CBHE – market smaller projects to improve inclusion and attract newcomers. Youth and VET;
Mundus – Increased focus on the partnership of the consortia and branding 
Jean Monnet – diversify, >outreach to schools? 

NAs have been consulted. Two WGs

Internal working groups working on funding rules





93

651

Structural
Projects

Joint
Projects

Capacity Building in Higher Education – ideas post 2020
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Capacity Building in Higher Education

CBHE – market smaller projects to improve inclusion and attract newcomers. Youth and VET;

Areas of improvement: 
Involvement of Ministries and structural projects
inclusiveness of new and smaller institutions, 
Dissemination, 
Valorisation, 
spill-over to National Level, 
review national priorities definition system, 
involvement of students

Ideas for the future programme:
Dedicated action to support the integration of refugees in HE
Support intra-regional mobility 
Possible opening to VET mobility 
Smaller projects to facilitate access to newcomers



For more information
Erasmus+ website
ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/news/commission-adopts-proposal-next-
erasmus-programme-2021-2027_en

Link to press release
europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3948_en.htm

Thank you for your attention

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/news/commission-adopts-proposal-next-erasmus-programme-2021-2027_en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3948_en.htm
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